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The Sun Today as seen by SDO, 26th April 

2013 

 



The Sun, our star 

  

Å  A Middle Aged Star  

Å Our Energy Source  

 
700,000 km radius  

      
150 million km away  

      
Mass 2 x 10 30 kg 

      
Temperature 5780 oC 

(on surface)  





Sunspots - Galileo 

Galileo was one of the first scientist to 
use a telescope to study the moon 
and planets (1610). He also studied 
the Sun and sunspots.  
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     Large Sunspot Group         

ALASKA (Zimmerman) 

Nice (Benvenuto) 

Ç This large group of sunspots produced a 
very huge solar storm.  

Ç This produced beautiful Aurora  



Sunspots ï solar observations 
 

Solar telescope  

at Glastonbury 

Photo by Ninian Boyle 

23rd April 2013 



Solar Activity Cycle - Sunspots 



Sir Isaac Newton 

1643-1727 


