[image: image1..pict][image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]






The Sun gets spots!


Sunspots are huge dark areas on the Sun. They are typically the size of a planet! They are cooler than the surrounding Sun.

They have been observed for thousands of years and recorded since 1610!

The number of sunspots on the Sun changes over time. New sunspots form, and old ones disappear. Sometimes there may be 100 spots, and sometimes none at all.

They are usually found in pairs and are associated with strong magnetic fields.
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Things to do


Make a large graph showing the number of sunspots counted every year since 1700.


Give each person or pair a set of sunspot numbers and graph paper.


Plot the number of sunspots counted each year.


Label the peaks, the maxima, P1, P2 etc


Label the troughs, the minima, T1, T2 etc


Measure the length of time between two neighbouring peaks (P-P) several times.


Measure the length of time between two neighbouring troughs (T-T) several times.





What is the average length of time of the sunspot cycle?








Warning


Never look directly at the Sun. This can result in permanent damage to your eyes








Sun spotting

Sun spotting


