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the Solar System
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Teacher Notes
Scaling the solar system is a Word document that allows students to get an idea of the relative sizes of solar system objects by resizing images.

The ruler graphic first needs to be set to a suitable size so that the images will all fit on the page.   The next task will be to make sure that the largest planets - Jupiter and Saturn fit.   Jupiter will give extra challenge as it will be larger than the ruler and students will have to extrapolate the ruler to allow them to scale it.

A section of the Sun is also included.  Working out how large it needs to be is a higher order challenge.   The Image will need to be cropped.   Students will have to estimate how large the Sun section needs to.   They can then check their estimate by printing out the result and use a drawing pin and string compass to find the radius of their Sun.   
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