

[image: image4.jpg]sun|trek 4\:;0000 K~




[image: image1]
Teacher Notes
This activity will let students get an idea of the size of the objects in the solar system and their relative distance from each other – all on the same scale.   They will need some sort of tape measure or even better, a trundle wheel.  You will also need a big space outdoors if you want to have all the planets. 
The work sheet includes scale drawings of the Sun and planets.   Students can make a set out of modelling clay.   To use the models outdoors they will need to place them on markers so that they can see their positions.   Students are always surprised at how much empty space separates the planets.   Looking back at the shrinking model Sun, as they progress out through the solar system, will also give a good impression of why it gets colder further out.
An additional useful resource is a map of the school and the local area.   Students can then use a compass to draw on the planets’ orbits.   This will give an impression of the dynamic 3d spatial arrangement of the solar system.   Students can place their models onto the map.   This can then lead into discussions about the visibility of the planets from Earth which is a favourite question in the KS3 SATS.
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