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“Are those stars or suns?”
Henry V Act III scene VII
Student Brief
The question in the title was asked of a knight about the decoration on his armour.   Shakespeare liked to put astronomy in his plays.   It is even possible to date some events by his references to comets.

Your task is to decide what most educated people of Shakespeare’s time thought about the nature of stars and suns?   Did they think that there was only one sun and that stars were different things altogether?    Or did they realise that stars were suns – just much further away than our Sun?       At the end of the lesson, your teacher will quiz you about stars and suns and you will have to answer as though you lived at the same time as Shakespeare.
You have been given some evidence cards.   Read them carefully and decide which you would believe as an Elizabethan, which you would disagree with and which you would never have heard of.

You will find out that having a view about the structure and nature of the universe in Shakespeare’s time could be dangerous.

Make a thought/spider diagram about your view of the Universe. Include each of the celestial bodies known to you as an Elizabethan- Moon, Sun, Mercury, Mars, Venus Saturn, Jupiter, Stars.

For each body say what is it, where is it in relation to the Earth, how big it is in relation to the Earth?

You can even try writing in a Shakespearian style.
Include diagrams and drawings.  You can chose which world system you are pretending to believe in from the evidence cards.  When you chart is roughed out you can use your artistic talents.   Elizabethan chart makers loved to use colours and metal foils.   You can even age your finished chart to make it look like a real antique.  Coffee and tea stains can work wonders.
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