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What is a lunar eclipse? II

National Curriculum: KS3

Worksheet author: Alan Yate, formerly Head of Science at Chesterton Community College, Cambridge

1. Use the table of information labelled "When do lunar eclipses occur?" to plot a frequency graph on the axis below. Plot the number of eclipses that have happened each year against the date.
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Now answer these questions:

2. What do you notice about the pattern of when eclipses of the Moon happen?

3. How many eclipses do you estimate there will be in :

a. 2015

b. 2016

4. If on average there are 7 lunar eclipses every 10 years how many have there been since 2000 BCE? Show ALL your working on the back of this sheet.  Don't just write the answer from the website as it may be out of date.


Hint: How many years is it from 2000 BCE to the present date?
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